
               2023 Rowell Ranch Rodeo Art & Essay/Poem Contest 
               Theme: “LET’S RIDE!!”             Entries Due April 25                                    

            
Co -Chairs: CV Rotarians April Chan, Ceta Dochterman and Dan Jacowitz 

 
The Castro Valley Rotary Club invites all elementary students in Castro Valley (public, private or home school) to participate 
in this year’s Art and Essay/Poem Contest. The Parade’s theme this year is “LET’S RIDE!” which was chosen to celebrate the 
certainty of this year’s Rowell Ranch Rodeo after the pandemic. We look forward to having our community join us once again 
as we get back in the saddle again! 
 
Art work and Essays/Poems are judged in three classifications: K-1, 2-3, and 4-5, with two prizes in each of the three 
grade levels. Guidelines for submission are as follows: 
 

Kindergarten and 1st Grade        
What fun it is to hop in the car and take a ride with your family and friends to your favorite place in the world! Did you just 
celebrate a birthday, and have a party at your favorite pizza fun house? Maybe you went bowling or to a major league ball 
game.  Did you meet your friends at your favorite park, and show them how high you could go on the swing, or how far you 
could climb on the monkey bars? Perhaps you even went to Disneyland, or camping at Big Trees! Whatever adventure you 
had, draw or write about something that you will remember as one of the most exciting days of your life.          

                                                                                                                                     
2nd and 3rd Grade   
It is hard to imagine how people got around “in the old days.” They had horses, and if they were lucky, a carriage they could 
ride in across the dusty roads. Today, we have so many forms of transportation, and many more that are being developed. 
What is your favorite way to get around now? Are you a bicycle rider or a skate boarder? Maybe you love to run, or even swim 
or ride on a boat when you can. What mode of transportation would you like to see in the future? Flying cars? Space ships? It 
is fun to be creative and imagine how people will get around in the future.  Pick one mode of transportation (either past, 
present or future) and explain why it is your favorite!  
                                                                                                                               
4th and 5th Grade    
“LET’S RIDE” is kind of like the saying “Carpe Diem”, which means “Seize the day!” You can do anything you put your mind to 
do. This is when you realize you have ability and knowledge to take charge and make your life extra special. Maybe you want 
to design the best video game, with all of your imagined characters you have drawn, that your friends can’t wait to play! 
Perhaps you want to practice hard and become great at your favorite sport, or learn to bake the best tasting cookies for your 
family and friends to enjoy. Do you play an instrument or sing with the choir? Whether you are exploring all of your current 
interests, or dreaming of becoming an astronaut someday, never stop believing in yourself and all you can be. This is when 
you will have the confidence to say, “Let’s do this…LET’S RIDE!!”   Think of a goal you hope to accomplish, write out the steps 
you will take to make it happen, and explain how this achievement will positively affect those around you. 
 
  

ART:  Submit an Art project. Artwork needs to be flat, and no larger than 17”x 22”. 
    AND/OR 
Essay/Poem:  Submit an essay or poem of 125 words or less. Essays or Poems over 125 words will not be 
judged.  
 

                                                                         
First Place Prize: Award Plaque, 4 tickets to attend the Rowell Ranch Rodeo, ride in the Rowell Ranch Rodeo 
Parade, and publication of your work on  www.castrovalleyrotary.org 
Second Place Prize: Award Plaque, 2 tickets to attend the Rowell Ranch Rodeo, ride in the Rowell Ranch Rodeo 
Parade, and publication of your work on  www.castrovalleyrotary.org 
 
 
Send or deliver your essay or art work along with the name of your school, your name, grade, address, phone 
number and parent’s email address ON THE BACK to either address below: 

      Art and Essay/Poem Contest Art and Essay/Poem Contest  
 ADDRESS:         Direct Sales/Floors Carpet One Rotary Club of Castro Valley 

      2973 Castro Valley Blvd P.O. Box 2117 
      Castro Valley CA  94546 Castro Valley CA  94546 
 

 
All entries must be received by April 25th.  All decisions are final.  All entries become the sole property of the 
Rotary Club of Castro Valley. For further information, contact: rrrparade@gmail.com  
 

 


